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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Directorate-General

Regional and Urban Policy

The Director-General




Brussels, 

REGIO D2/D (2012) 
Subject:
Geography of future ETC programmes
Your Excellency
The Commission's proposal for a regulation on specific provisions for the European Territorial Cooperation goal, as amended (COM (2011) 611 final/2 of 14.3.2012) provides that the Commission adopts, by means of implementing acts, the lists of cross-border and transnational areas broken down by cooperation programmes.

The Commission would like to establish these lists in close cooperation with the Member States. The coherence and continuity of cooperation are important arguments for maintaining the current geographical scope of programmes, but there may be valid arguments for modification. The macro-regional EU Strategies for the Baltic Sea and Danube Regions, the maritime Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area, and any further initiatives which may follow, should also be taken into account.

On the basis of the first exchanges of ideas on 5 June 2012, a number of bilateral meetings and reflections about the current programmes' performances, the Commission would like to present its views on the future cross-border (CBC) and transnational (TN) programme areas, to be finalised in the course of the following months between the Commission and Member States: 

· ANNEX 1 sets out the Commission's proposal for Transnational and Cross border programmes for 2014-2020 with explanations of the modifications proposed. The list shows the "core areas" for the future cross-border programmes that are to be taken into account for the ERDF allocation as a starting point for the discussion. These will continue to be the NUTS level 3 regions of the Union along all internal and external land borders and all NUTS level 3 regions of the Union along maritime borders separated by a maximum of 150 km. As you know, the programme area may also include additional areas. These will be established in the course of the discussion. Both the core and the additional areas will be covered in the implementing act. The list also contains the NUTS level 2 regions for the transnational programme areas, as stated in Commission's proposals for regulations. 

· ANNEX 2 lists the proposal for 2014-2020 programmes broken down per Member State.
These proposals reflect a balanced and consolidated view of discussions to date. We invite you to discuss the geography of the future programmes with your partners and on that basis provide us with your views on this subject. We would welcome in particular to be informed of any intentions or proposals to change the current programme area, as well as on progress on programme / border strategies and current state of discussions on establishing management structures of the future programmes. 

To allow timely preparation of the implementing acts, we would welcome receiving your comments and suggestions by 1st February 2013.
For any questions on this issue please contact: 

· Colin Wolfe, DG Regional and Urban Policy, Competence Centre Macro-regions and European Territorial Co-operation (colin.wolfe@ec.europa.eu), tel. +32 2 2990526

· Ivanka Lakova, DG Regional and Urban Policy, Cross-Border Co-operation (Ivanka.lakova@ec.europa.eu), tel. +32 2 2966076.


Yours faithfully

Walter Deffaa
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