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10 Questions on the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR)
Name of organization:
North Sweden European Office (hereafter North Sweden)






date__26_/8_____2011
1. What concrete activities have you undertaken to implement EUSBSR?

North Sweden has participated in the elaboration of position papers and policy documents regarding the Baltic Sea Strategy, one example is “Contribution from EuropaForum Norra Sverige to the open consultation on EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea”, please see  attached  document. 
In addition to this policy work, the founding organisations of North Sweden participate in a range of projects funded by the Baltic Sea Region Programme. These are:

· BGLC-Bothnian Green  Logistic Corridor (Region Västerbotten lead partner)

· Best Agers - Using the knowledge and experience of professionals in their primes to foster business and skills development in the Baltic Sea Region (Norrbotten County Council participant)

· TransBaltic - Towards an integrated transport system in the Baltic Sea Region (Region Västerbotten participant)

· WATERPRAXIS - From theory and plans to eco-efficient and sustainable practices to improve the status of the Baltic Sea (Luleå University of Technology participant)

· SMOCS - Sustainable Management of Contaminated Sediments in the Baltic Sea (Luleå University of Technology participant)

· CHEMSEA - Chemical Munitions Search & Assessment (FOI, Swedish Defence Research Agency participant)
· BONITA- Baltic Organisation and Network of Innovation Transfer Associations (Luleå University of Technology participant)

In addition, region Västerbotten and region Kalmar are co-chairing a horizontal action of the EUSBSR on multi-level governance.

2. Which financial sources have you used?

 Baltic Sea Region Programme and for the project on multi-level governance, SIDA (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency) has funded the project and future funding will be applied from the Baltic Sea Region Programme.   
3. Which funds have helped you the most when implementing EUSBSR?

 Baltic Sea Region Programme 

4. Which are your proposals to improve the implementation of EUSBSR?

One crucial question to solve is the process of dialogue between the Commission, the Council (via the chair country), the national level and the local/regional level. Today there are several different more or less informal groups involved with no real coordination or clear mandate when coming to the sub-national level. The Baltic Sea strategy is very much a concern for the regions physically surrounding the Baltic Sea and should be of bigger interest for the local authorities. To assure this, the existence of a more official body would facilitate the ongoing dialogue about the Baltic Sea between the local/regional/national level on one hand and the Commission and the Council, maybe also the Committee of Regions, on the other.  



5. Does your organization have further cooperation goals or plans with other actors within the Baltic Sea Region in the future?




yes X___




no_______

If yes, what kind of?
Founding organizations are open to new collaboration possibilities within the Baltic Sea Region.

6. Are there any specific challenges in the future for this kind of cooperation plans? What?

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Has your organization had other activities and cooperation directed towards the Baltic Sea Region?



yes___X_____




no________

If yes, what kind of activities?

Founding partners participate in: 
· Committee of Regions 

· CPMR/Baltic Sea Commission (President of Region Västerbotten currently holds the position as President of the Baltic Sea Commission) 
· AER/Committee 1 and 3 
· 
8. Which information channels worked best to get information on EUSBSR?

Personal contacts

Web


9. Other thoughts and remarks?

It is important that the horizontal action leaders at local and regional level must have the same financial means as the Priority Area Coordinators. This is not the case at present. 

10. In case you have written a statement or paper on how you implement EUSBSR, would you share it with us? You can attach it to this questionnaire.  Please see enclosed document “Contribution from EuropaForum Norra Sverige to the open consultation on EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region”
Thank you!  





To be sent to kjell.nybacka@westfinland.be and








         merten.barnert@mv-office.eu 
Kjell Nybacka

Chair of iBSG
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