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For immediate release: 

Reaction of the secretary general of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions, 
Frédéric Vallier, on the postponement of the vote on the 2014-2020 EU budget: 
 

“Due to inter-institutional disagreements that ignore the operational needs of territories, 

regions legitimately waiting for European funds within the framework of the cohesion 

policy programmes risk not receiving these funds in 2013. As EU Budget Commissioner 

Janusz Lewandowski warns, not adopting the budget at the plenary session of the 

Parliament in October means that the European Commission will be unable to make 

payments on cohesion policy and on rural development until the end of the year. At a 

moment in which the economic crisis affects all Europeans and involves regions and 

cities in crisis exit policies, we expect a responsible attitude from the Parliament and the 

Council. Behind those regions, there are businesses that risk not being paid for what 

they have produced, SMEs that risk bankruptcy, and workers that risk unemployment. 

The European Union must honour its commitments to the regions of Europe!” 

 
 
 
 
 
CEMR 
 
The Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) is the broadest organisation of local 

and regional authorities in Europe.  Its members are 57 national associations of municipalities and 

regions from 41 European countries.  Together, these associations represent some 150 000 local 

and regional authorities. 

CEMR’s objectives are twofold: to influence European legislation on behalf of local and regional 

authorities and to provide a platform for exchange between its member associations and their 

elected officials and experts.   

Moreover, CEMR is the European section of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), the 

worldwide organisation of local government. 
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