
Culture-driven growth as an  

investment priority in the Baltic Sea Region  

- The example of Umeå (Sweden) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE0vsw1K8j4
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118.000      200.000 citizens  







Umeå  
One of the fastest growing cities of Europe 

Eurostat 2012 
 

Close cooperation between  
the city – the university – business sector – NGO´s 

QUATTRO-HELIX-STRATEGY 
 

Umeå invests 70 % more per capita in culture 
compared with the average municipality in Sweden 

 
Year by year, decade by decade 

CULTURE INVESTMENT STRATEGY 



Culture 
Curiosity & passion 

Creativity 
Crossborder  
Collaborations 
Meeting places 

Innovations Economic 
growth 



RESULTS 
• Self-confidence by citizens 
 
• Increased investments 
  
• Increased tourism and 

immigration 
 

• Culture as the driving force for 
long term development 



4 x payback Ecoc year 

10 x payback in 10 
years 



Cross-border co operation  
- Use pan-baltic networks 
to build bridges in the BSR 



Twitter @MLRonnmark 
 

www.umea2014.se 


