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Mining in 

Sweden 
Mining industry in Sweden today 

• 16 active metal mines 

• Employs appr 6 000 people 

• Industry turnover 2011 4.5 billion € 

• 1 % of GDP 

• Governmental income 2011 1.5 

billion € 

• Large investments 

• LKAB KUJ1365 1.5 billion € 

• Northland 1.0 billion € 

• Swedens share of EU27 production: 

• Iron 92 % 

• Lead 32 %  (No 1) 

• Zinc 26 % (No 2 efter Irland) 

• Gold 33 %  (No 2 after Finland) 

 

 

 Source: Geological  

Survey of Sweden 
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Forecast for Swedish ore production 

until 2020 



Näringsdepartementet 

Land-use planning 
Regulated in Environmetal Code 

 

Areas of National Interest 

 

Red = Reindeer herding areas 

Blue = Water and Fishing 

Green = Nature 

Black dots = Mineral Extraction 

 

Land use km2 % 

Sweden's total area 449964 100 

Reindeer herding 228500 51 

Golf courses 350 0,08 

Parking lots 220 0,05 

Concession permits 200 0,04 

Mines 90 0,02 
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Permitting process 
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Sweden’s Minerals Strategy 

• Vision: 10 years from now 

• 19 concrete Actions 

(2014-2016) 

• Adresses both mining and quarrying 

• Response to EU Raw Materials Initiative 

2008 

Sweden’s mineral assets are to be exploited in a long-term 

sustainable way, with consideration shown for ecological, social 

and cultural dimensions, so that natual and cultural 

environments are preserved and developed. 
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Developing the strategy 

• Open invitation to contribute to the 

development of the strategy 

 

• 39 written contributions 

 

• Four thematic dialogue meetings were 

organised. They were open for anyone 

to attend. About 100 participants at 

each meeting. 
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Vision 

“To create growth throughout Sweden 

by means of sustainable use of the 

country’s mineral resources, in 

harmony with environmental, natural 

and cultural values. 

  

Sweden is strengthening its position as 

the EU’s leading mining and minerals 

nation. “ 
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Five Strategic Objectives 

– 11 Action Areas and 19 Actions 
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Other measures taken by 

the Government 

• Infrastructure, bill adopted in 2013:  

390 million € 

• Increased funding to the Geological  

Survey of Sweden for improved geological 

information:13.5 million € 

• Research and innovation, bill adopted 

in 2013: 23 million € 

• Budget bill for 2013: Increased funding  

to environmental courts  
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Thank You! - Questions? 

 
The Strategy:  

http://www.government.se/sb/d/574/a/2189

86 


